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America’s Best Inns & Suites and Country Hearth Inns
To Offer Ecologically Responsible ‘EcoRooms’

ATLANTA (May 16, 2007) — With concern for our nation’s environment and conservation of its
natural resources on the rise, today’s travelers want a safer, more healthy and sustainable
experience while on the road. Now, two hotel chains — America’s Best Inns & Suites and
Country Hearth Inns — will feature a green initiative known as EcoRooms® with products that
are energy efficient, water efficient, waste reducing, and non-toxic and/or biodegradable. The
system wide program was announced by America’s Best Franchising, Inc., franchisor of the
hotel brands.

“EcoRooms are more comfortable for guests and more cost-effective for hotels,” said Doug
Coallins, chairman and CEO of America’s Best Franchising, Inc. and its subsidiaries. “This is a
win-win program for everyone because green is good for guests, good for the environment and
good for the bottom line.”

According to Dan Bornholdt, president of Green Suites® International, which is partnering with
America’s Best Franchising to supply EcoRooms, “This is the first time that an entire hotel chain
has made the commitment to EcoRooms and to protecting the environment. EcoRooms are
50% more energy efficient, 40% more water efficient, and safer and healthier for both guests
and room attendants.”

For guests, EcoRooms provide a better overall hotel experience:

e Cleaning products are odorless and guestrooms are fragrance-free.
Shampoo, conditioner, soap and lotion amenities are natural and hypoallergenic.
Showerheads are vibrant and revitalizing.
Lighting is superior for easier reading and there are motion sensor nightlights.
Guests feel good about being environmentally-correct.

For the environment, there is less pollution, water and waste:
¢ Cleaning and maintenance supplies are non-toxic.
e Amenities dispensers, used instead of plastic bottles, reduce waste.
e Sinks, showers and toilets are all water-efficient with special showerheads, sink aerators
and diverter valves.
e Lighting is energy-efficient and there are digital programmable thermostats.
Hotels adopt a linen and towel re-use program.

o Recycling receptacles for paper and plastic products are placed throughout the hotel.
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Before instituting EcoRooms in all its hotels, America’s Best Franchising ran a pilot program at
two Country Hearth Inns hotels, with positive response from both guests and hotel operators.

“EcoRooms provide guests with improved comfort and a better night's sleep,” said Nancy
Anderson, general manager of the Fitzgerald, GA Country Hearth Inn, a test hotel. “Guests feel
good about using products to help the environment, employees feel like they are contributing,
and the hotel is saving money.”

Country Hearth Inns & Suites

Country Hearth Inns & Suites are mid-priced hotels that provide Southern hospitality, comfort
and value. They combine the homespun atmosphere of a bed and breakfast with the
convenience of a hotel, including daily complimentary Inn Credible Breakfast®, freshly baked
cookies and free local phone calls. There are currently 82 properties and 4,992 rooms open in
the U.S. and Canada. For reservations, call 1-800-848-5767 toll-free or visit
www.countryhearth.com.

America’s Best Inns & Suites

America’s Best Inns & Suites are mid-priced hotels with single, double and suite
accommodations. Guests enjoy complimentary breakfast, free local calls, and membership in
the America’s Best Traveler frequent guest program. There are currently 100 properties and
6,849 rooms open in the U.S., Canada and South America. For reservations, call 1-800-237-
8466 toll-free or visit www.americasbestinns.com.

Green Suites International

Upland, CA-based Green Suites International is the lodging industry’s leading supplier of
environmental products and programs. The company supplies over 300 different environmental
products to hotels worldwide. For information, visit www.greensuites.com.
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